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Opening Remarks

Minister Coveney welcomed the members of the Taskforce, noting their contribution to the
development of the recently published White Paper on Enterprise.

Minister Calleary acknowledged the value of the Taskforce and his confidence that the
Taskforce will support the implementation of the White Paper.

Minister Richmond introduced himself to the Taskforce and expressed his commitment to
working on the challenges facing businesses in the current climate and looking towards the
opportunities for small businesses.

Presentation on the White Paper on Enterprise

John Hughes, Enterprise Strategy Unit provided a high-level overview of the White Paper on
Enterprise and its relevance to the work of the SME Taskforce (presentation appendix 1
attached).

Taskforce Commentary:

The Taskforce welcomed the White Paper on Enterprise and looked forward to working with
Government on some of the key elements including: owner/manager skills; reducing the
administrative burden on SMEs’ accelerating the adoption of digital technologies; transition
to a low carbon and sustainable economy; scaling Irish-owned businesses; access to state
supports, particularly for exporters. The Taskforce also noted a number of issues impacting
on the competitiveness of Irish industry.
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Discussion on the Current Priorities:

e Access to Finance

e Digital Transformation

e Increasing first time exporters

e Enhanced assistance for high-potential businesses

e C(Clustering and Networks

e SME management skills

e Reducing regulatory burden on SMEs

o Delivery of a single portal for business information and assistance
e Ensuring a comprehensive agency coverage for SMEs

e Promoting SME participation in public procurement

It was agreed that the 10 priorities remained relevant for 2023 and that Climate action, SMEs,
and the transition to a low carbon future would be added as a 11*" priority.

Closing Remarks

Minsters thanked the membership for their continued commitment to the Taskforce and for
the frank discussion of the afternoon.

Minister Coveney proposed that the next meeting take place in April arising from the
discussion, topics for the agenda should focus on access to finance and business scaling.

Minister Calleary commented that the Taskforce is now entering a third year since its
establishment in September 2020. While expressing the wish for all members to continue in
their role, the Minister acknowledged the members’ individual busy schedules. Therefore,
members who so wish could inform the secretariat of their wish to stand down in advance of
the next meeting.

DETE will write to the membership shortly regarding their continued participation.
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